
Impact Fund, Autumn 2026  

Before you apply: what we are looking for  

The Impact Fund provides £ 1000 grants to organisations that can clearly show how the funding will 

benefit their community.  

The grant could support:  

• A specific item or piece of equipment  

• A defined activity or project  

• An improvement to a space or facility  

• A clearly identified contribution towards essential core or running costs  

Applications for core and running costs are welcome. However, please explain what the £ 1000 will 

contribute towards, what it will enable your organisation to do and who will benefit.  

For example, an application for “general running costs” may be difficult to assess. An application 

explaining that £ 1000 will cover venue hire for a weekly support group, transport for participants or a 

defined period of essential operating costs will give assessors a much clearer understanding of the 

difference the grant will make.  

You do not need to create a new project or purchase equipment to apply. We encourage you to 

identify the part of your existing or planned work where £ 1000 could make the clearest difference.  

How applications will be assessed  

Please consider these criteria when completing your application:  

Assessment criterion  What we are looking for  

Community impact  A clear and realistic explanation of what the £ 1000 will fund and the 

difference it will make.  

Reach and who benefits  A clear description of the people or community who will benefit, how they 

will benefit and, where possible, approximately how many people will be 

supported.  

Lasting benefit  Evidence that the grant will strengthen your organisation’s ongoing work, 

services or facilities, or create a benefit that continues beyond the initial 

spend.  

Reach is not simply about supporting the greatest number of people. We will also consider the needs of 

the people being supported and the depth of the benefit.  

A request for a specific item or project will not automatically score more highly than a request for core 

costs. Applications will be assessed on clarity, community impact, reach and lasting benefit.  

Best of lu ck with you r applicat ion.  


